CLAVICLE + Dead Dove 3.0

Compliance Meets Digital Rights

About COSL

The Center for Online Safety and Liberty (COSL) is a nonprofit that empowers individuals
and communities to thrive online. We do this by building safer digital spaces, fostering
creativity, combating harm, and defending digital rights. Over the past seven years we have
launched projects that combine open-source technology with policy advocacy, giving
creators, communities, and everyday Internet users the tools they need to flourish in an
increasingly restrictive online environment.

The Challenge

Online platforms and creators face an impossible dilemma. Around the world, laws that
regulate “harmful content” are multiplying and shifting, often with vague definitions and
disproportionate penalties. A small publisher in Australia might be forced to age-gate
LGBTQ+ fiction, while a forum operator in the United States risks liability for failing to
screen educational materials deemed “obscene” under state law. For most, the only safe
choice is to over-block and self-censor—silencing voices that are already marginalized.

But the story doesn’t end there. When users encounter blocked content, they are almost
never given transparency about why, or tools to challenge the law that censors them.
Content disappears without explanation. This is both a compliance problem and a
democracy problem.

Our Solution

COSL is developing CLAVICLE (Content Legality & Age Verification in Compliance with
Local Environments), a lightweight API that makes it simple to check whether a piece of
content requires age verification or is prohibited under local law. Publishers or platforms
submit a content category and a user’s IP address; CLAVICLE responds with a clear
decision—allow, age-gate, or block.

Alongside CLAVICLE, we are releasing Dead Dove 3.0, the next version of our popular
WordPress plugin that applies content warnings to posts, blocks, and forums. The new
version will integrate CLAVICLE so that when a block occurs for legal reasons, users are
not just turned away. Instead, they are informed. They will see which law is responsible,
learn about safe and lawful ways of accessing content such as over Tor or a VPN, and be



offered resources to contact their elected representatives. In this way, compliance becomes
a gateway to civic engagement and digital rights advocacy.

Why This Matters

For creators and small platforms, CLAVICLE and Dead Dove 3.0 provide peace of mind:
they can comply with the law without resorting to blanket censorship. For users, they
transform moments of exclusion into opportunities for empowerment. Instead of passively
accepting opaque restrictions, people are given the knowledge and tools to challenge unjust
laws. This is digital rights by design—practical, usable, and activist at the same time.

Funding Request

We are seeking $20,000 in seed funding to support the first year of this initiative. This will
cover essential development costs, including engineering time to build and document the
CLAVICLE API, updating the Dead Dove plugin to integrate it, and producing user-friendly
interstitials with clear legal references and advocacy options. At this scale, we will focus on
a small set of jurisdictions (such as the US, UK, and Australia) and pilot deployment with
partner sites. The project will be open source, ensuring transparency and sustainability, with
a free tier for civil society adoption and modest subscription tiers to sustain ongoing rule
updates.

Next Steps

With your support, COSL will be able to prove the concept of CLAVICLE and Dead Dove
3.0: a compliance tool that does not merely obey the law but also challenges it, turning
censorship into a catalyst for civic action. This pilot will lay the groundwork for scaling to
more jurisdictions, more platforms, and more users worldwide.

Contact: Dr. Jeremy Malcolm, Chair — jeremy@c4osl.org
Website: c4osl.org


https://c4osl.org
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